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Introduction 
 

In 1967 the Beatles wrote the song, “All You Need is Love”. At a time in 

history where the answer for the problems of society and the world was 

to just “love each other”, it seemed like the easy answer. 

Fast forward 52 years and it seems not a lot has changed; however, loving 

others isn’t so easy anymore.  

We shouldn’t be surprised since God tells us in 2 Timothy 3:1-3, 

You should know this Timothy, that in the last days there will be very 

difficult times. For people will love only themselves and their money. They 

will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, 

and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred.  They will be unloving 

and unforgiving; they will slander others and have no self-control. They 

will be cruel and hate what is good. (NLT) 

Sound familiar? Before we resign this to those outside the church, we 

must first look inside…no one is immune to the effects of sin and it can 

present challenges to God’s people too.  

If the world, your family, friends, and neighbors are looking to the church 

to show love the way Jesus did, then we must learn how to love others 

His way. The church (Christians) is His representative, so let’s represent! 

We are excited to offer this next series called “Loving Others”, where we 

will dig in to the HOW TO of loving: 

• God 

• Others 

• Enemies 

• The Needy 

• Family 

• Diversity 

• Christians 

We hope you will join us and dive into the deep and often murky waters 

of loving others and let God show you His unfathomable love!  
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Monday, October 21, 2019 | Loving God 
 

Monday, October 21 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 22:15-37 

Going Deeper: In the reading of Matthew 22, what were some of the 

ways the Pharisees tried to trap Jesus? In verse 36, what specifically was 

Jesus questioned on? 

Word Study: Love: In this setting, it communicates not so much an 

emotional idea as one of covenant commitment. To love the Lord is to be 

absolutely loyal and obedient to Him in every respect, a truth Jesus 

Himself taught. 

Question for Journaling: Jesus’ responses always amaze…it’s never, “I 

think you should do this or that”, but He typically draws directly from 

scripture – either by direct quote or principle (see Deuteronomy 6:4-5). 

Human tendency is to categorize and prioritize certain rules in their level 

of importance and we often do it with God – asking which Christian 

principle/rule is the most important. Why do we do that? When you think 

of loving God, do you expect it to be emotional or rational? Why? Is it 

possible to have both? Clearly verse 37 shows a holistic love that 

encompasses all of our selves – intellectual, emotional, physical and 

spiritual. 

Today’s Challenge: To begin this series, we will take an honest 

evaluation of our love for God to establish the foundation for the weeks 

to follow. Today, examine each of the four areas of loving God 
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(intellectual, emotional, physical, and spiritual) using a 1-10 scale (1 being 

no love, and 10 being completely obedient out of love). Next, in each 

area, list at least one way you can commit to practice loving God 

genuinely. 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, October 22, 2019 | Loving God 
 

 

Tuesday, October 22 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

Going Deeper: In this passage, what was the reason God instructed the 

people to obey His commands? Who are we to teach them to? 

Question for Journaling: It may seem odd that the first command God 

gave was to love Him. Why do you think He did that? It may be that 

knowing we are selfish creatures that trust too much in feelings, that we 

needed to be taught that love is a decision upon which everything else 

flows. Do you love God based on how you feel at the moment, or what He 

has done for you? Do you think God loves YOU based on how He feels 

about you at the moment, or what you do for Him? How does this 

challenge your perspective? 

Today’s Challenge: List the reasons you have for loving God including 

the good things, trials, times of discipline, provision, etc. Be honest if your 

reasons have been self-centered and commit to making a change.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, October 23, 2019 | Loving God 
 

Wednesday, October 23 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: John 14:15-31 

Going Deeper: According to verses 15-16, what does Jesus say and what 

will He pray for? What is the role of the Holy Spirit? How many times does 

Jesus make a statement about loving Him and about obedience? 

Question for Journaling: It seems there is a connection between love, 

obedience and the Holy Spirit. However, the Holy Spirit only lives in 

believers, not unbelievers, and equips and empowers God’s people to 

love and obey Him. If you are a Christian, how hard do you think it would 

be to love God and obey Him without the Holy Spirit? Knowing that the 

Holy Spirit had not yet taken up residence in the disciples, it may be 

easier to understand their confusion about what Jesus was saying.  In 

verse 27, Jesus says He leaves the disciples with peace…He is not 

introducing a new subject but saying the Holy Spirit will give them true 

peace when Jesus is gone. How does loving Jesus bring you peace? 

Today’s Challenge: In verse 17, the Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of 

Truth… List what truths the Holy Spirit has revealed to you that you have 

learned in your walk with God.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, October 24, 2019 | Loving God 
 

Thursday, October 24 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 John 5:1-13 

Going Deeper: In today’s reading, according to verses 4-5, what does 

loving God help us do? In verse 4, what helps us overcome? What does 

the Holy Spirit do for us? In verses 11-13 what do we have? 

Question for Journaling: So many people who believe in God still 

struggle with their eternal future, feeling unsure they will go to heaven. In 

today’s reading believers should have full assurance of salvation – not 

because of anything we’ve done but what God has done for us. Do you 

ever struggle with this? Why or why not? Assurance of salvation has 

nothing to do with whether we deserve it – because we don’t! This is 

where we can understand the love-obedience connection… love should 

compel us to serve and obey willingly, not out of fear or expectation. Love 

should compel us to remove all areas of sin in our lives. How are you 

doing in this area? 

Today’s Challenge: If you struggle with the confidence that you will go 

to Heaven, take time today to ask God to reveal any and all areas in your 

life that may be a barrier in your relationship with Him. Sin is always a 

choice and believers have the Holy Spirit to help them not to sin. If there 

is an area of sin in your life, make an honest evaluation if you are simply 

choosing to sin and list what you should do to remove temptation.



13 
 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday, October 25, 2019 | Loving God 
 

Friday, October 25 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Psalm 145:1-21 

Going Deeper: What are some of the reasons King David gives praise to 

God? What does he say is true of God in verses 18-20? 

Question for Journaling: One thing is true of all of us… love grows in 

any relationship when we choose to focus on the good. David had been 

chosen to be king over Israel during the reign of King Saul. King Saul 

became very jealous of David and treated him badly – including making 

many attempts to kill him. David did have his moments of “why me” and 

“poor me,” but he also consistently chose to praise God. For many people 

loving God is easy when life is good and not so easy when life is hard. 

Even when life is hard, we, like King David can choose to praise God. 

What trial are you in right now that you can choose to praise God? 

Today’s Challenge: For extra encouragement, read Psalm 27 and write 

how you can use David’s example to focus on God in trials.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Saturday, October 26, 2019 | Loving God 

 

Saturday, October 26 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Romans 8:28-35; 1 John 4:16-18 

Going Deeper: In Romans 8:28, what does God do for those who love 

Him? What is His purpose in verse 29? In verse 35, is there anything that 

can stop God’s love for us? 

Question for Journaling: Do you think about the fact that God’s true 

purpose for you is to mold you into the very likeness of Jesus – attitude, 

nature, character? Why or why not? It’s probably safe to assume most of 

us never consider coming close to really being like Jesus, but if it wasn’t 

possible, the apostle Paul wouldn’t have stated it. What would it take for 

you to truly submit yourself to this possibility? Does fear stop you? See 1 

John 4:16-18.  How do these verses encourage you? 

Today’s Challenge: Keeping in line with the week’s reading and 

challenges, list the times in your life you know God was causing things to 

work for your good and how you grew as a Christian through it. How did 

you change? If that has not yet happened, ask God for the opportunity to 

grow.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Monday, October 28, 2019 | As Yourself 
 

Monday, October 28 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

Going Deeper: How many of the Ten Commandments are about how we 

treat other people? 

Question for Journaling: As mentioned last week, we are building a 

biblical foundation on which the remaining weeks will stand. Last week 

the focus was on loving God. As you read today’s passage in Exodus, what 

commands came first? Why do you think God did that? One main 

characteristic of Christians is a growing love for God and other people, 

regardless of how they behave. In fact, our relationship with God is what 

helps us love others in spite of how they behave! Do you notice a growing 

love for others in your life? Why or why not? Notice in the memory verse 

that Jesus isn’t giving a new command but summing up all ten. 

Today’s Challenge: Using 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, take time to evaluate 

how well you are loving others in each area. Write one or two ways you 

can practice biblical love to others today.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, October 29, 2019 | As Yourself 
 

 

Tuesday, October 29 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Philippians 2:1-15 

Going Deeper: In verses 1-4, how does the Apostle Paul tell the believers 

to behave? In verse 5, who does he specifically point to? What did Jesus 

give up for us? 

Question for Journaling: It can be so easy for us to disconnect 

ourselves from the complete sacrifice of Christ when it applies to how we 

should treat others. Christ gave up EVERYTHING to give you eternal life. 

He didn’t care what others said or thought of Him - He was singularly 

focused. How hard is that for you? Do you think that if people quit putting 

themselves first, the world would be a different place? What is your part 

in this? 

Today’s Challenge: Write how you can put others first at home, work, 

school, church and other places. Remember, it should be a sacrifice of our 

feelings, desires, time, energy, money, etc. Keep in mind to have the 

same attitude as Christ while you are doing this.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, October 30, 2019 | As Yourself 
 

Wednesday, October 30 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: John 15:1-17 

Going Deeper: In this passage, to what is Jesus comparing Himself and 

His disciples to? What does He say in verses 12-13? 

Question for Journaling: Using a vine and branches metaphor at this 

time period was an effective way of helping people understand what 

Jesus was teaching. Even if we don’t garden, it’s easy to understand this – 

all plants need to be pruned, especially the branches that don’t produce 

flowers or fruit. When it is, the rest of the plant can now thrive. Jesus 

then goes on to say that our “fruit” shows the world we are His disciples. 

Loving others is one of the greatest ways to show the world who God is. 

However, for us to be fruitful, we must remain in Him – reading and 

studying the Bible, obeying His commands and serving others. What are 

you showing the world? 

Today’s Challenge: If we take the concept of fruit one step further and 

look at its purpose, fruit is meant to provide nourishment. When 

Christians show the fruit of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23) we “nourish” 

those around us as well as gain strength through the Holy Spirit in our 

own life. What impact do you have on others? Is it positive (nourishing) or 

negative (depleting)? If negative, list three ways you can show the fruit of 

the Spirit to those around you.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

  



24 
 

 

Thursday, October 31, 2019 | As Yourself 
 

Thursday, October 31 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 John 4:7-14 

Going Deeper: In verses 7-8, what are believers to do and why? In this 

portion of scripture, how important is love? 

Question for Journaling: As Christians, loving others is not an option. 

We love because God loved us, is in us and it is commanded. However, 

there are going to be days we have to choose to love people even if we 

don’t feel like it! Just like loving God is not based on feeling, the same is 

true for people. In your relationships, do you show love by choice or how 

you feel at the time? Do you limit your time, resources, patience, etc. 

based on feelings (emotional or physical)? 

Today’s Challenge: When was the hardest time you had loving another 

person? What was the situation? What were the results? Looking back, 

write what you could have done differently or what you did well. Did you 

show Christ? Write what you can do the next time you are in a difficult 

situation with someone and your love for them is being challenged.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday, November 1, 2019 | As Yourself 
 

Friday, November 1 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Ephesians 5:1-33; Ephesians 6:1-9 

Going Deeper: In verses 1-2 of chapter 5, who are we to imitate? In 

verses 15 – 6:9, how are we to live and how are we to live it out in our 

relationships? 

Question for Journaling: The apostle Paul is writing this letter from a 

Roman prison. Eager to continue encouraging the church he started, he 

was also addressing the issue of how Christians are to live in a society 

much like Las Vegas! His emphasis is on avoiding the deeds of darkness 

because Ephesus was well known for the worship of the goddess Diana 

and the many temple prostitutes who promised access to her through 

them. We all understand the difficulty of being Christian in a fallen world 

and the influence it can have. It can invade our relationships and lives 

without us noticing. So Paul gives some specific instructions on how we 

are to speak to each other, encourage each other and do life together. 

What are some of his instructions? Part of loving others is encouraging 

them to focus on Christ and do what’s right. In so doing, it helps us too! 

Today’s Challenge: Using today’s reading, list a few ways you can 

encourage your spouse, children, parents, teachers, employer, coworkers, 

friends, pastor, ministry leaders…
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Saturday, November 2, 2019 | As Yourself 

 

Saturday, November 2 

Memory Verse: Matthew 22:37-39 

Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 Peter 4:7-11; Matthew 18:21-22; Galatians 5:22-23 

Going Deeper: In verse 7, what is our command? In verse 8, what are we 

to do and why? What are the practical ways to treat one another? Who is 

glorified? 

Word Study: Fervent: constant, continue 

Question for Journaling: In his letter, Peter reminds his fellow 

Christians that they must do the work of keeping their love for each other 

constant and he quotes Proverbs 10:12 in “love covers a multitude of 

sins”. Read Matthew 18:21-22. Christian love is patient and forgiving 

toward the offenses of a fellow Christian. Interestingly it was Peter who 

asked Jesus how many times he must forgive someone – do you think it 

was a challenge for him? Is it a challenge for you to forgive? Love and 

forgiveness go hand-in-hand…we cannot say we love someone and 

harbor unforgiveness at the same time (see Matthew 6:14-15). 

Forgiveness is another action we must choose to do out of love for God 

and others, and not based on feelings. 

Today’s Challenge: Is there anyone you have not extended forgiveness? 

Using today’s reading, ask God’s forgiveness for disobedience in this area 
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and then forgive the person in your heart. Part of forgiving is how we act 

around the person. Although the situation may not call for becoming 

“buddies”, it does require demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit toward 

them. Review Galatians 5:22-23 and list some ways you can do this. 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Monday, November 4, 2019 | Enemies 

 

Monday, November 4 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Luke 6:27-36 

Going Deeper: According to this passage, how are Christians to treat 

those we might call enemies? In verse 35, what is our motive and reward? 

Question for Journaling: It goes contrary to everything we have been 

taught to say love, bless and pray for those who are our enemies. When 

we have been hurt by someone it isn’t natural to respond in love – it’s 

only Christ in us that not only gives us the ability but the desire to do so. 

When someone gossips, rejects or lies about you, what is your natural 

tendency? We may not have a problem praying for the person but what 

does it mean to bless and do good to them? It seems Jesus is calling us to 

actively and practically show love to those who mistreat us. How hard is 

that for you? 

Today’s Challenge: Is there someone in your life you have been 

avoiding because they treated you badly? If you haven’t done this 

already, follow Christ’s command: 1. Pray for the person – their salvation, 

healing, and how you can show love to them, etc. 2. Do good to them – is 

there a practical way of showing love? If it’s a person at work or school 

maybe offer to help with a project, etc. 3. Bless them – don’t gossip about 

them, speak kindly to them and encourage them.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, November 5, 2019 | Enemies 
 

Tuesday, November 5 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 5:38-48 

Going Deeper: In verse 38, what was the common teaching from the Old 

Testament (see Leviticus 24:20 and 19:18)? In verse 42, what does God do 

for the evil and the good person? 

Did you know?  “If a soldier demands that you carry his gear for a mile, 

carry it two miles” (verse 41). In New Testament times Roman soldiers 

had the authority to press civilians into service to carry loads for them. 

We see this happen when Simon the Cyrene was pressed into service of 

carrying Jesus’ cross (Matthew 27:32). 

Question for Journaling: Although today’s reading is very similar to 

yesterday, you will notice differences because Luke was a Gentile (or non-

Jew) and wrote with other non-Jewish people in mind. Today’s reading is 

written by Matthew who was Jewish and so you notice the Old Testament 

references that the religious leaders and Jewish people would have 

understood. One of the noticeable statements Jesus made was that God 

causes the “sun to rise on the evil and the good”…meaning He has no 

favorites. However, in our human thinking we have a tendency to think 

good people should be blessed and bad people shouldn’t. Have you ever 

felt resentment toward someone who wasn’t a Christian and did bad 

things but seemed to be blessed with material wealth and good things? 

This all boils down to motive – loving others as a Christian is a complete 

setting down of ourselves for the sake of Christ and people. 
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Today’s Challenge: If there is or has been anyone you have harbored 

resentment or jealousy toward, ask God to forgive you for this sin. Since 

yesterday’s challenge was to list ways to follow the command of prayer, 

blessing and doing good to our enemies, spend some time asking God to 

change your heart and write how following scripture helps you in this 

area. 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 



34 
 

Wednesday, November 6, 2019 | Enemies 

 

Wednesday, November 6 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Romans 5:1-11; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Going Deeper: According to Romans 5, verses 3-5, what do trials 

produce in us? What are the 3 “while we were” statements? 

Word Study: Reconciled: changed, to exchange, to return to favor 

Question for Journaling: Before we come to Christ all people are 

helpless, sinners and enemies to God…yes, even you! Have you ever 

really thought about this? In verse 10, we are told that we were 

reconciled to God through Christ. So even though we didn’t deserve it, 

God extended grace to all who would accept it. Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-

21.  What ministry were we given? Why?  If we are not careful, we may 

knowingly or unknowingly withhold the Gospel of grace to people who 

are our enemies – effectively condemning them. If every Christian is given 

the ministry of reconciling others to God like He did while we were His 

enemy, how much should we want to help others find Him? Is it an 

option? 

Today’s Challenge: Even if there isn’t anyone you consider an enemy, 

who has God put in your life to minister to?
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, November 7, 2019 | Enemies 

 

Thursday, November 7 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Psalm 139:1-24 

Going Deeper: What does King David acknowledge and praise God for in 

verses 1-18? What does he then say in verses 19-22? 

Did you know?  The common saying “Hate the sin, love the sinner” is not 

in the Bible. It is actually a quote from Mahatma Ghandi. 

Question for Journaling: This Psalm of David seems to contradict what 

we’ve been reading so far. However, what he is expressing is that his love 

for God is so complete that he hates sin and the sinful actions and lives of 

those who intentionally reject God. Does the idea of sin in your own life, 

the life of others, and the damage it causes bring grief and hatred of sin 

to your heart? As Christians, we are to hate sin because we are to hate 

what God hates and He hates sin – because it separates people from Him 

(see Isaiah 59:2). 

Today’s Challenge: How seriously do you take sin? If you have had a 

complacent attitude toward sin, ask God to help you learn to have His 

heart toward sin and others. Examine whether you have minimized your 

own sin while overreacting toward the sin of others.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday, November 8, 2019 | Enemies 

 

Friday, November 8 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: John 15:18-27; James 1:2-4 

Going Deeper: What does Jesus tell His disciples about hatred and 

persecution? 

Question for Journaling: It may help to understand that no matter how 

someone treats us, their sin is also against the Lord. We don’t have to 

take personally the things people say or do against us. Yes we get hurt, 

but we can choose to let it drive us or we can choose to grow through it. 

Read James 1:2-4. We can have joy knowing that if we are persecuted for 

being a Christians or doing write, that we stand in Good Company – Jesus 

– and that God’s purpose is to perfect us through it! How does this 

change your view? 

Today’s Challenge: As you think about what Jesus told His disciples, 

write if you are more concerned with what people think of you or what 

God thinks of you. Are you ok with being “hated” by the world?
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Saturday, November 9, 2019 | Enemies 

 

Saturday, November 9 

Memory Verse: Luke 6:27 

“But to you who are willing to listen, I say, love your enemies! Do good to 

those who hate you. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 Peter 2:13-24; Mark 14:53-65; Hebrews 12:1-4 

Going Deeper: In verses 22-23 of 1 Peter how did Jesus respond to His 

accusers? How was Jesus treated in Mark 14? How did Jesus respond? 

Question for Journaling: The writer of Hebrews reminds believers that 

we are to remember Christ and how He suffered so we don’t become 

weary. Do you find that you are weary or tired of how people treat you 

and each other? We know that in the last days we will gain more enemies 

because Christianity will likely not be tolerated. How does Hebrews 

encourage you to stand firm? 

Today’s Challenge: Starting today, make it a practice of remembering 

Christ and focusing on Him any time someone says or does something to 

hurt you. Taking it one step further, remind yourself of the words of 

Hebrews 12:4, “we have not yet resisted to the point of bloodshed”. Note 

if it helps your perspective of loving your enemies.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Monday, November 11, 2019 | The Needy 

 

Monday, November 11 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: James 2:1-17 

Going Deeper: What is the main point of today’s reading? What are we 

guilty of if we show partiality? What is faith if it doesn’t also produce 

good deeds? 

Word Study: Needy: lacking the necessities of life; very poor. 

Question for Journaling: Almost every day the news reminds us how 

the homeless population is growing with no sign of a solution. Today’s 

scripture presents the challenge of judging others by appearance or 

demographics and the hypocrisy of “blessing” someone verbally while 

ignoring their needs. However, as we study this week, we will dig into 

how to discern real needs from manipulation as well as defining “needy”. 

So let’s start there – how do you define needy? In this context it refers to 

one who must beg for money to live. This was not uncommon in Biblical 

times since a person with a disability had no way to make money and had 

no options. Today, many people are homeless by choice. How does that 

challenge your view of the subject? What do you think should be done to 

help them? 

Today’s Challenge: Begin this week by listing the variety of “needs” 

people have. Also, take some time to examine your heart in the matter – 

how do you view those in need? Write what you are currently doing to 

help.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, November 12, 2019 | The Needy 
 

Tuesday, November 12 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Deuteronomy 24:10-22; Leviticus 23:22; 2 

Thessalonians 3:10-12 

Going Deeper: In Deuteronomy, list the ways in which God commanded 

His people to help the poor, widows and orphans. In Leviticus 23:22, the 

command was to purposely leave the corners of the fields so the poor 

could glean them. 

Word Study: Gleaning: gather (leftover grain or other produce) after a 

harvest. 

Question for Journaling:  From the beginning, God always had a plan 

to provide for the poor and foreigner as well as prevent injustice to them. 

Although there were gleanings left for the poor, the poor had to work to 

get it - it wasn’t packaged and handed out. God’s intent was for us to 

work as best we could to provide for ourselves and families no matter our 

circumstances. Read 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12 – what is the issue in these 

verses? How were those who were unwilling or undisciplined in work 

dealt with? In our world today we have numerous resources to help 

people live the life God created for them. Simply handing someone 

money may help temporarily, but what might be a better option for a 

long term change? Are you familiar with the resources available to help 

people out of addiction and poverty? When you engage someone asking 

for help, how do you discern if they are abusing the system? 
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Today’s Challenge: Familiarize yourself with available resources in 

Ridgecrest. Pick up a Community Resource brochure at the kiosk or you 

can access it on our church app under “Resources”. Keep some with you 

for the next time you meet someone in need. 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, November 13, 2019 | The Needy 

 

Wednesday, November 13 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Acts 3:1-10 

Going Deeper: What was the condition of the man at the gate? What did 

Peter tell him and ultimately do? In verses 9-10, how did his healing 

impact those around him? 

Question for Journaling: Many of us have been in the position of not 

having any cash on hand for someone. But as Christians we have 

something far more valuable than money – we have the ability to tell 

others about Christ! Being needy doesn’t always mean financially poor 

but spiritually poor. The one thing ALL people NEED is Jesus. All needs will 

be met when a person chooses to follow Christ – how do you think 

someone’s financial, personal, emotional, relational and other needs 

would be met if they chose Christ? 

Today’s Challenge: List the ways in which a relationship with Christ 

would heal the needs mentioned above. Next list how God is glorified by 

a changed life.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thursday, November 14, 2019 | The Needy 

Thursday, November 14 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 2 Kings 4:1-7 

Going Deeper: In this passage, what was the woman’s problem? Who 

did she go to for help? What did he tell her to do? How did she respond? 

Question for Journaling: What an amazing miracle! Why do you think 

God did this for this woman? It is a mistake to think that God will always 

give people what they want for good behavior. The reality is that He will 

always give us what we need – sometimes in abundance but more often 

than not, exactly the amount we needed…no more and no less. Has there 

been a time in your life where God has worked in this way? The amazing 

fact in this short passage is that this woman loved the Lord, she went to a 

prophet (today could be a church leader), she listened and she obeyed. 

How often do you think people miss God’s provision simply because they 

refuse to listen and obey or are looking for a different solution? 

Today’s Challenge: If there is a situation in your life that requires God’s 

provision, take time to listen for Him (the Holy Spirit helps you hear Him 

through Sunday messages, the Bible, Christian music or other people), 

evaluate if there is something in your life hindering His ability to help you 

(any sin?) and do what He asks.



49 
 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Friday, November 15, 2019 | The Needy 
 

Friday, November 15 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Ruth 2:1-17 

Going Deeper: What was the situation of Ruth and Naomi? How did 

Ruth work and how was she treated? How did God bless her? 

Question for Journaling: Again we see someone being blessed by God 

for faithful obedience and diligent work. How does Ruth’s story 

encourage you? Keeping in mind that faithful obedience to God doesn’t 

guarantee wealth and good health, what can you learn from Ruth’s 

devotion to her mother-in-law as well as her work ethic? How can you 

use this example to encourage others? 

Today’s Challenge: Look back on a time and write when there was a 

time where you were faithful to God but a situation didn’t turn out like 

you’d hoped. Were you still blessed in spite of the outcome? How?
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Saturday, November 16, 2019 | The Needy 

 

Saturday, November 16 

Memory Verse: James 2:15-16 

If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,  and one of you 

says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not 

give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Galatians 6:1-10 

Going Deeper: In these verses, what are believers instructed to do? 

What is the caution in verses 7-9? 

Question for Journaling: Sometimes “needy” includes emotionally and 

relationally needy people. You know them, you love them but are at your 

whit’s end! Sometimes helping the needy requires tough love and 

boundaries. How hard is that for you? Showing God’s love while gently 

exposing a sin in someone’s life can be difficult but it is really the most 

loving thing we can do.  Using today’s reading, how can you help 

someone who comes to you time and again over emotional or relational 

problems that never change? How can you gently remind them and help 

them see that they will reap what they sow? 

Today’s Challenge: Is there someone you need to set boundaries with? 

With prayer and today’s scripture, write a plan of how to have the 

conversation with them. Additionally, take some time to ask God if you 

are the emotionally needy person. If you discover you have been, write 

your plan to make the necessary changes starting with asking God for 

forgiveness.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Monday, November 18, 2019 | Family 
 

Monday, November 18 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 12:46-50; Matthew 13:53-58 

Going Deeper: In chapter 12, who does Jesus say is His family? In 

chapter 13, what is His challenge? 

Question for Journaling: Although it may appear Jesus is ignoring His 

family, the point He is making is that all believers are one family united in 

Him. He is NOT saying ignore your family but understand a new reality. He 

also presents the challenges of believers being rejected by their own 

family. Have you or someone you know experienced rejection by family 

members after becoming a Christian? How did you handle it? It can be 

terribly painful and very tempting to lash out but what does Jesus want us 

to do instead? Because our family knows our secrets, failures and faults, it 

may be hard for them to believe us when we are changing. Be patient and 

continue walking faithfully with God knowing He sees your heart! 

Today’s Challenge: Since many families are gathering for Thanksgiving 

dinner next week, this week is a good way to help prepare for this 

subject. If you have been rejected by family after becoming a Christian, 

list at least 3 ways you can show love to them. If you have family that 

tries to argue or is insulting toward you, begin praying about a loving 

response and write it down so you can be prepared.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Tuesday, November 19, 2019 | Family 
 

 

Tuesday, November 19 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Luke 9:57-62 

Going Deeper: What was Jesus’ response to the two people who wanted 

to bury his father and say goodbye to family? 

Question for Journaling: Again we read a perplexing section of 

scripture. Does it seem unreasonable to say goodbye to family or take 

care of final arrangements before following Him?  Jesus is not being harsh 

and unloving but addressing the fact that following Him costs us 

everything – including the need to be willing to put Him above our own 

family. How does this challenge you? The spiritual reality of every 

Christian is that we must be ready to leave everyone and everything to 

follow Christ whether in concept or reality. For most of us, this choice 

means faithful obedience to Him above compromising our faith to please 

family. When we understand this eternal perspective it actually helps us 

to love and serve our family better. Is following Christ your priority above 

family? PS: This is not a license to ignore taking care of your family – God 

never asks us to neglect the daily care of our spouse, children, parents, 

etc. 

Today’s Challenge: Take time to reflect – have you put anyone in your 

family above following Christ? In what way? If so, write what you could 

do differently the next time. Also list the ways in which loving and serving 

your family shows your faithfulness to Christ.
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Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Wednesday, November 20, 2019 | Family 

Wednesday, November 20 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Mark 7:1-13 

Going Deeper: In verses 11 and 12, what is the issue Jesus is addressing? 

Word Study: Corban: referring to something that has been set aside as a 

gift to be given to God at some later date, but which is still in the 

possession of the owner. According to contemporary Jewish tradition, the 

person who made this claim was absolved from responsibility to support 

or assist his parents, a clear violation of the Mosaic law to honor one’s 

parents. 

Question for Journaling: Quoting the Jewish law from Exodus 20:12, 

Deuteronomy 5:16, Exodus 21:17, and Leviticus 20:9, Jesus exposes the 

motives of the religious leaders to encourage children of adult aging 

parents to withhold any financial support. This is in complete violation of 

the law of love. Again we see God has always made provision for people 

at all times. Knowing that our parents may not be able to financially 

provide for themselves, are you prepared to help with this? What are 

some of the other ways we can show practical love to aging parents? How 

do you do this if your relationship with your parents is strained? Does a 

poor relationship with parents absolve you of responsibility to care for 

them? 
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Today’s Challenge: If you have not had this conversation with your 

parents and family, take time to discuss their retirement, living 

arrangements or “end of life” plans if possible. Write down their wishes 

and give them a copy so if and when the time comes, you will simply carry 

out their desires rather than responding to a crisis. If this type of 

conversation is not possible, ask God what He wants you to do personally 

to be prepared for this. 

Reflections:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________
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Thursday, November 21, 2019 | Family 

Thursday, November 21 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 5:1-13; Matthew 7:5 

Going Deeper: What is the issue in verses 1 and 2? What does the 

Apostle Paul tell the church to do? Who does he say to judge and not 

judge? 

Question for Journaling: There are many families that struggle with 

how to handle the person(s) whose behavior, language, and attitude is so 

bad that something must be done…but what? No one wants to uninvite 

them to Christmas or other family functions; however, there are those 

times when safe boundaries must be put in place for their good as well as 

the good of others. Although removing the person may seem harsh, it 

may be exactly what is needed to heal relationships and bring them to 

Christ. Do you have someone in your family that needs boundaries? How 

have you handled it? What was your motive? 

Today’s Challenge: Read Matthew 7:5. If you need to have a hard 

conversation with someone, read through this verse first, having already 

forgiven them in your heart before talking to them. Next, write how you 

can let them know you love them and want them at family functions, but 

their behavior is unhealthy. If they choose to continue, they are choosing 

to not be involved - letting them know the door is always open if they 

decide to practice self-control. Be prepared for anger and rejection, but 

commit to show them love in spite of this remembering the purpose is 

restoration.
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Friday, November 22, 2019 | Family 

Friday, November 22 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: James 3:1-18; Matthew 15:18-19 

Going Deeper: In this passage from James, how does James describe the 

tongue and the power it has? In verses 13 and 17, how does wisdom 

show itself? 

Question for Journaling: We all understand the power of words! Do 

you remember the negative things that were said to you as a child, teen 

and adult? How about the positive? What affect did each have on you? 

What is the challenge we all face in James, verses 9 and 10? It is 

interesting that for all the things a human being can accomplish, the one 

thing we have the hardest time accomplishing is controlling our words. 

Has there been a time when your words have hurt your family? What did 

you do about it? Read Matthew 15:18-19 – where does Jesus say hurtful 

words and actions come from? 

Today’s Challenge: Ask God to examine your heart and prepare you for 

the next task…Ask your family if you have said things that have hurt them 

– ask for forgiveness. Next write a few ways you can verbally complement 

or encourage your spouse, children and other family members. Also write 

down how you can respond biblically even if they say hurtful things to 

you.
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Saturday, November 23, 2019 | Family 

 

Saturday, November 23 

Memory Verse: Matthew 12:49-50 

And He stretched out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are 

My mother and My brothers!  For whoever does the will of My Father in 

heaven is My brother and sister and mother.” 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Colossians 3:1-17 

Going Deeper: According to this passage, how does Paul describe the 

earthly nature? How does he encourage believers to live? Who should be 

in control of our heart? 

Question for Journaling: It is only when we are completely focused on 

Christ that we don’t focus on the faults of those in our family, marriage 

and children.  They are NOT our source of peace and joy, Christ is. Where 

has your focus been in your family? How is it affecting your attitude? Is 

your motive to change them or yourself? This is often where we go 

wrong… our efforts are selfish and we work on trying to change the other 

person rather than letting God change us. 

Today’s Challenge: List the ways in which you may have been trying to 

change others in your family. Write down what your motive has been. 

Even if your efforts are evangelistic in purpose, examine if your focus has 

been on trying to change their faults/sins. Write what you can do to 

change this.
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Monday, November 25, 2019 | Diversity 
 

Monday, November 25 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Galatians 3:1-29 

Going Deeper: What work did God do in verses 8-9? What did Christ do 

in verses 13-14? In verse 24, what did the law do? In verses 26-29, what 

does faith in Christ do? 

Question for Journaling: Faith in Christ brings people together 

regardless of race, culture, demographic or gender…Jesus came to save 

ALL people (see John 3:16). How do you view the variety of people in the 

world? Where did you learn this from? How does being a Christian 

challenge or encourage you in the subject?  Do you see all people as 

someone Christ died for? 

Today’s Challenge: Take some time to evaluate how you view people of 

different race, status, intellect, culture, gender and wealth. Don’t 

generalize but be honest with yourself and God. Sometimes prejudice can 

be passive or undetected until tested…if you’re not sure, think about the 

stereotypes you may have grown up with.
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Tuesday, November 26, 2019 | Diversity 
 

 

Tuesday, November 26 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Acts 17:22-31 

Going Deeper: In this passage, who is the Apostle Paul addressing? What 

did he notice about them? Who does he tell them about? In verse 26, 

what does he teach them? In verses 30-31, what does God want everyone 

to do and why? 

Question for Journaling: One of the amazing things Paul does here is 

find a way to engage his audience in a way that is relevant to them. He 

wasn’t insulting, but spoke to their interests, faith and life. We live in a 

very diverse town and world. How can you engage people of other faiths 

in a way to talk to them about God without being insulting? Are you open 

to hearing about their beliefs in order to better understand how to 

witness to them? Why or why not? 

Today’s Challenge: List the racially/religiously diverse people you 

regularly interact with. If they are not believers, make a commitment to 

invite them to church.  Using Paul’s example, be willing to open a 

conversation with them to tell them about Christ. You might start by 

asking them some questions about their faith to learn more about them.
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Wednesday, November 27, 2019 | Diversity 
 

Wednesday, November 27 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: John 8:1-11 

Going Deeper: Who did the Pharisees bring to Jesus and why? What did 

they want Him to say? What was His response? 

Question for Journaling: Sexual sin was dealt with in a severe way in 

Biblical times. Although Jesus didn’t directly answer their question, He 

made His point by exposing them, extending forgiveness to the woman 

and giving her an important command – what was it? So often people 

caught in any kind of sexual sin like the part where Jesus forgives her, but 

they neglect the part where He says, “sin no more”. Today, sexual sin, 

sexual preferences and expression are encouraged and applauded. For 

Christians, this presents the challenge of accepting and loving those who 

practice this lifestyle while also not accepting the sin. How well do you 

demonstrate this? How are you challenged by this subject? 

Today’s Challenge: Spend time in prayer and ask God if you hold views 

in this area that are unbiblical or have been influenced by the world. 

Write them down and take time to find scripture that speaks to the 

subject. Be willing to let God challenge your beliefs!  List some ways you 

can show love to others who practice sexual diversity while not 

compromising your faith or condoning sinful actions.
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Thursday, November 28, 2019 | Diversity 
 

Thursday, November 28 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Revelation 7:1-17; Matthew 24:9-14; 2 Peter 3:8-9 

Going Deeper: In verse 9 of Revelation 7, what did the writer of 

Revelation see? What were they doing? In verses 13-17, where did they 

come from and what did the Lamb provide them? 

Question for Journaling: In his vision of Heaven, the Apostle John sees 

a multitude of people too big to count. See Matthew 24:9-14. What does 

Jesus say must happen?  The vision in Revelation shows us the fulfillment 

of this prophecy. Although incredible persecution takes place, they will 

spend eternity in the presence of Christ being shepherded and loved. 

Read 2 Peter 3:8-9. Based on these verses, what would you say God’s goal 

is for all people? Knowing that God is incredibly patient and that we know 

the end of the story, what is your part in it? 

Today’s Challenge: It may be easy to sit back and do nothing knowing 

how the end will happen. However, there is always something that can be 

done. Today, begin to start praying on a regular basis for the Gospel to 

reach all nations. Ask God what He wants you to do specifically in this 

area.
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Friday, November 29, 2019 | Diversity 
 

Friday, November 29 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Genesis 11:1-9; James 4:1-3, 6 

Going Deeper: What did all the people on earth have in common? What 

was their motive? What did God do? 

Word Studies:  

Pride: a feeling or deep pleasure or satisfaction derived from one's own 

achievements, the achievements of those with whom one is closely 

associated, or from qualities or possessions that are widely admired. 

Confidence and self-respect: as expressed by members of a group, 

typically one that has been socially marginalized, on the basis of their 

shared identity, culture, and experience. 

Question for Journaling: Have you ever thought about how all the 

different nationalities came to be? In what may seem like a confusing 

event, it was God’s sovereign decision to stop the prideful actions and 

self-dependence of the people by confusing their language.  Part of the 

challenge we still face is pride – completely self-focused it can only cause 

damage to ourselves and others (read James 4:1-3). Although the world 

sees it as a good quality, it only causes division, intolerance and 

arrogance. In James 4:6, he quotes from Proverbs 3:34 - it says, “God 

opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble”.  How hard is it to 

practice humility toward those who are different than us? 
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Today’s Challenge: Write down the things, people and 

accomplishments in your life you are proud of. Evaluate if it is godly or 

self-centered. Has there been anyone or anything you have avoided to 

protect your pride? Next list the ways in which you can practice humility 

in each area. 
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Saturday, November 30, 2019 | Diversity 

 

Saturday, November 30 

Memory Verse: Galatians 3:28 

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is 

neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Romans 9:1-26 

Going Deeper: In verses 14-18, who does God show mercy to? What is 

the purpose of His decisions? 

Word Study: Mercy: kindness or good will towards the miserable and the 

afflicted, joined with a desire to help them. God’s mercy towards men: in 

general providence; the mercy and clemency of God in providing and 

offering to men salvation by Christ. 

Question for Journaling: The Apostle Paul employs a tactic of rhetorical 

argument as he teaches about God’s sovereign plan of mercy and 

inclusion for all people. In God’s view, inclusion means the gift of grace is 

offered to any and all who choose it. It has always been there without 

anyone needing to demand it and is not dependent on situations, 

lifestyles or abilities. How do you view the subject of inclusion? Applied 

Biblically, how does this challenge or encourage you? How does it impact 

your understanding of mercy? 

Today’s Challenge: Is it possible to “love diversity” yet not practice 

godly inclusion? List the ways in which you can include those who are 

different and diverse in church, school, work and home to demonstrate 

God’s love and mercy.
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Monday, December 2, 2019 | Other Christians 
 

Monday, December 2 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 

Going Deeper: According to verse 13, how are people described? How 

do these verses emphasize the need for each other? What is the key 

point in verses 25-26? 

Question for Journaling: Unity, interdependence, and empathy – three 

characteristics of the body of Christ. Paul uses the example of the physical 

body to describe the church.  We all know how difficult it would be if one 

of our arms decided to work independently from the rest of our body! It 

is also true of the body of Christ, yet it seems to be the way things are 

now. Those inside the church working independently of each other lack 

unity and division is all apparent. How do you view the church? Do you 

think churches are working together? Why or why not?  What is your part 

in this? 

Today’s Challenge: Begin this week by examining your current opinion 

of different churches or denominations. Write down anything God reveals 

to you about your views. Next list at least one way you can start 

practicing unity, interdependence and empathy in the church.
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Tuesday, December 3, 2019 | Other Christians 
 

 

Tuesday, December 3 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Galatians 5:13-26 

Going Deeper: In verse 13, who are we to serve?  How? What is our 

caution in verses 15 and 26? 

Word Study: Provoke: to challenge to a combat or contest with one, to 

provoke, to irritate 

Question for Journaling: Sadly, even in the church those who say they 

are Christian are in unresolved conflict, gossiping about each other, 

provoking and arguing about the way things should be done! As we saw 

in last week’s study, pride is at the very core of this behavior. What kind 

of testimony does the church give to a watching world when in-fighting is 

so obvious and common? Have you personally experienced this? How did 

you handle it? 

Today’s Challenge: Do you love Christ’s church? Assuming your answer 

is yes, how sure are you that you aren’t provoking others in your attitude, 

behavior or words either passively or actively?  Although you may be very 

familiar with the list of spiritual fruit in verses 22-23, be specific in writing 

how you can practice each one with someone you may have provoked or 

has provoked you.
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Wednesday, December 4, 2019 | Other Christians 
 

Wednesday, December 4 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Galatians 6:1-10; 1 Peter 4:11 

Going Deeper: In the Galatians passage, what is the responsibility of 

believers to each other? In verse 10, what are we to do? For whom? How 

often? 

Question for Journaling: A strange phenomena within the church can 

happen where more energy and effort is extended to serving people 

outside of the church while the needs inside are completely neglected. 

Our own church family can be struggling with sin or pain in their life and 

go completely unnoticed.  Why do you think that happens? Has it 

happened to you? What did you do about it? Although there may be 

several reasons why we don’t get involved – fear, busyness, needs of our 

children, or even physical limitations, Paul reminds the believers to take 

every opportunity to do good and especially to those in our own church. 

How does this challenge or encourage you? 

Today’s Challenge: This week begin being more aware of the needs of 

the people you attend church with, Bible study or serve with. If there has 

been anything preventing you from serving them, read 1 Peter 4:11 and 

thank God that whatever He asks you to do for others that He will give 

you the time, strength and resources to accomplish it. Be bold and ask 

someone how you can serve them! Journal what God teaches you.
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Thursday, December 5, 2019 | Other Christians 
 

Thursday, December 5 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Acts 5:17-42; Luke 17:12-18 

Going Deeper: According to this section of scripture in Acts, what did the 

disciples do and how did the Jewish religious leaders respond? What was 

their motive in verse 17? What was the advice of Gamaliel? 

Question for Journaling: Loving other Christians requires us to exercise 

wisdom and discernment. It can be all too easy to fall into the trap of 

jealousy when we see others doing or saying something different than us. 

Although there is wisdom in being cautious (see 1 John 4:1), we must also 

not be so quick to jump to conclusions.  How can you apply Gamaliel’s 

advice to your own life? The ability to discover if a person or a church is 

false is patient observance while practicing love and humility. Some 

questions to consider while observing: Do they twist scripture? Do they 

tolerate sin? Are they self-centered in their worship and volunteering? 

Today’s Challenge: Part of testing the spirits comes with familiarity of 

the Bible, prayer and patience (see 2 Peter 2:1-2). However, if someone is 

a false Christian or teacher, we are still commanded to love them. Jesus 

didn’t refuse to heal people that He knew weren’t going to follow Him. 

Read Luke 17:12-18.  How can you apply Christ’s love and mercy to 

someone you may be struggling with?
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Friday, December 6, 2019 | Other Christians 
 

Friday, December 6 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 18:15-35; Psalm 66:18; Matthew 5:23-25; 

Romans 12:18 

Going Deeper: In Matthew 18, verses 15-17, how does Jesus instruct 

believers to handle conflict? What was Peter’s question to Jesus in verses 

21-22? In the remaining portion of Matthew 18, how does Jesus describe 

forgiveness? 

Question for Journaling: It should be unthinkable for any Christian to 

refuse to forgive another. Clearly it was an issue that needed Jesus’ 

attention and He didn’t soften the serious nature of unforgiveness. It is 

heart breaking to know how many people and churches allow conflict to 

go unresolved and still act as if they’re OK with God. Read Psalm 66:18, 

Matthew 5:23-25, and Romans 12:18. What are believers commanded to 

do? The good news is that we are only responsible to follow God’s word; 

we are not responsible for the choices or responses of the other person. 

Today’s Challenge: If there is anyone you are in conflict with or know 

someone has something against you, write how you plan to apply today’s 

verses to reconcile with them.
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Saturday, December 7, 2019 | Other Christians 

 

Saturday, December 7 

Memory Verse: 1 Corinthians 12:12 

The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole 

body. So it is with the body of Christ. 

Pray: As you begin today’s study, ask God to show you His truth through 

His word. As you read, listen for His voice in scripture. 

Today’s Reading: Matthew 7:1-6; 1 Corinthians 5:12; Proverbs 23:9 

Going Deeper: In Matthew 7, verses 1 and 2, why are we not to judge? 

In verses 3-5, what are believers to do first? What does Jesus then 

instruct in verse 6? 

Question for Journaling: We may be incredibly familiar with most of 

this passage - the teaching of not judging others before first examining 

ourselves. Yes, we must always check our own life for unrepentant sin 

and motives and deal with them first if we feel we need to help someone 

with their sin. To not do this is hypocritical. No doctor performs surgery 

blindfolded! However, verse 6 in Matthew 7 seems oddly out of 

context…or does it? There’s another aspect to this that can easily be 

missed, and Jesus is intentional about adding it in this specific area. Part 

of helping another is being able to determine if they are teachable and 

ready to receive help. Read 1 Corinthians 5:12 and Proverbs 23:9. What is 

the wisdom in these verses? Have you ever tried to help someone and 

they turned on you, rejected your help or took it only to repeat their bad 

choices? Just like knowing not to give grandma’s heirloom pearls to a pig, 

part of taking the log out of our own eye is also meant to give us clarity 

and the ability to discern who to help and how. 

Today’s Challenge: List the ways in which you can learn how to discern 

how to help someone and if they are ready to receive help. Are there any 
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logs in your eye that prevent you from seeing clearly? Keep in mind that 

this also means examining what you may have been taught in church on 

the subject. 
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